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Micha Serraf, Tebah, 2021, archival print on Hahnemühle Baryta 
paper, 20.2 × 23.6 in. (51.4 × 60.0 cm). Courtesy of the artist

Micha Serraf, Beneath the concrete runs a river, 2021, archival print on Hahnemühle 
Baryta paper, 15.75 × 23.6 in. (40.0 × 60.0 cm). Courtesy of the artist

The International Studio & Curatorial Program (ISCP) announces Hope Is a Dry Colour, a selection of works by 
Micha Serraf as part of 1-54 New York 2022 Special Projects. Serraf is the recipient of the Ritzau Art Prize 2021, 
a prize that provides global visibility, professional development, and career enhancing residencies to promising 
visual artists from the African continent and of African descent in New York. In pursuit of memory, identity, 
and a place to call home, Zimbabwean artist Micha Serraf’s uncanny photographs and handsewn tapestries are 
motivated by a drifting sense of nostalgia for personal and familial experiences. 

The evocative presence of people of color is foregrounded throughout the project, symbolized by the ancestral 
totemic monoliths in the tapestries and by the anonymous figures of the photographs. The African landscapes 
depicted here are actually now inaccessible military bases, or restricted nature reserves owned and operated 
by families of colonial descent, but they are all places that would have been passed through freely by the artist’s 
ancestors. Serraf feels caught between considerations of ancestral history and utopic optimism. 

Most of the works were conceived while Serraf was in residence at ISCP in New York in 2021. The residency is 
a collaboration between Tauck Ritzau Innovative Philanthropy, International Studio & Curatorial Program, and 
1-54. This special project, organized by ISCP, is generously supported by Tauck Ritzau Innovative Philanthropy.

About the artist
Micha Serraf is a photographer who explores the construction and deconstruction of identity, belonging, 
Blackness and masculinity through photography. The artist was born in Zimbabwe and fled to South Africa at a 
young age. This mobility prompted Serraf to observe his behavior and that of other foreign nationals regarding 
the safest shape to inhabit in new environments. This fluid presentation of self, and the ability to be malleable, are 
used to access forms of acceptance and camouflage. Through his practice, Serraf is interested in demonstrating 
the evolutionary, fluid, and emotional entanglements related to the purpose, interpretations, and performance 
of race and origin. Serraf has exhibited work at Foam, Amsterdam; Unseen Photo Fair, Amsterdam; C/O Berlin, 
among others.

About 1-54 Contemporary African Art Fair 
With annual editions in London, New York, and Marrakech, 1-54 is the leading international art fair dedicated 
to contemporary art from Africa and its diaspora. Drawing reference to the 54 countries that constitute the 
African continent, 1-54 is a sustainable and dynamic platform that is engaged in contemporary dialogue and 
exchange. Initiated by Touria El Glaoui in 2013, April 2022 will mark 1-54’s return to Paris following the success 
of its pop-up edition last year and continue the fair’s 10th edition in London celebrations that will take place all 
year round. 
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Johanna Mirabel, Cascade, 2019, oil on canvas, 89 × 76.8 in. (226 × 195 cm). Image
courtesy of the artist

Johanna Mirabel, represented by Véronique Rieffel Gallery, Paris, France, was competitively selected by the 
2022 jury of distinguished contemporary African art experts: Evelyn Owen, Associate Curator at the Africa 
Center; Stephanie Baptist, the Founder and Director of the gallery Medium Tings; and Dodji Gbedemah, co-
founder and director of Kente Royal Gallery.

“Mirabel has really good command of the medium,” said Baptist, “There is storytelling and historical 
relevance, but the work stands on its own without narrative.” Owen added, “ Each work could occupy one’s 
thoughts for hours.”

Mirabel will participate in ISCP’s arts residency program from October to December, 2022. She will benefit 
from 24-hour access to a private studio, participation in the program’s well-attended Open Studios, meetings 
with visiting critics, opportunity to speak about her art and practice in an ISCP public talk, and field trips 
alongside 34 peers from at least 25 different countries at any given time, among other program offerings. 
ISCP’s residencies focus on building community and professional discourse among residents. With an 
open-door policy and monthly events including lunches, internal critiques, and gallery walks, residents are 
provided a space and platform to share their work. After leaving the residency, Mirabel will join an even 
broader network of over 1,800 ISCP alumni in over 90 countries and a growing cohort of recipients of the 
Ritzau residency at ISCP. 

Mirabel states, “I am honored and thrilled to receive the Tauck Ritzau Prize, as it represents an unique 
opportunity. I am excited to start working in the ISCP residency in an environment that will be so relevant 
to my artistic practice.”

The shortlisted artists for the 2022 Ritzau Art Prize were Ayo Akínwándé and Leila Rose Fanner, represented 
by 50 GOLBORNE and Band of Vices respectively.

About Johanna Mirabel

Born in 1991, Johanna Mirabel is a French artist from Guyana and the West Indies. Through her paintings 
and sculptures, the artist explores pictorial representation that oscillates between abstraction, expressionism, 
and realism. Using lush vegetation, partially present and disparate objects, she stages contradictions and 

The International Studio & Curatorial 
Program (ISCP) and 1-54 Contemporary 
African Art Fair are pleased to announce the 
recipient of the 2022 Ritzau Art Prize, Johanna 
Mirabel (b. 1991), a painter and sculptor 
whose work explores the contradictions and 
complexities of cultural identity.

The Ritzau Art Prize provides global 
visibility, professional development, and 
career-enhancing residencies in New York 
City to promising visual artists from the 
African continent and of African descent. 
Starting in 2020 and continuing annually for 
three years, the prize was initiated by ISCP 
in collaboration with 1-54 Contemporary 
African Art Fair and is funded by Tauck 
Ritzau Innovative Philanthropy. 



About the Ritzau Art Prize, a commitment to artists from Africa and African descent
The Ritzau Art Prize is funded by Colleen Ritzau Leth, Executive Director at Tauck Ritzau Innovative Philanthropy, a private family 
foundation that since 2017 has supported residencies for young, promising African artists at the International Studio & Curatorial Program 
in Brooklyn, New York. The Ritzau Art Prize builds on the foundation’s commitment to providing artists from the continent with dynamic, 
immersive residencies that create visibility and advance their careers. TRIP has supported ISCP residencies for artists from the African 
continent including Younes Baba-Ali (2019), whose wry, subversive art often takes place in the public streets of North Africa; Nigerian 
artist Modupeola Fadugba (2018), whose affecting paintings and works on paper explore issues of identity representation and access; and 
Kiluanji Kia Henda (2017), a self-taught Angolan artist whose work was recently acquired by Tate Modern in London and the subject of a 
major solo show (2020) in Museo d/Arte Provincia di Nuoro in Italy, his first in Europe. Cameroonian painter and installation artist Adjani 
Okpu-Egbe (2020), whose raw, expressive art investigates African colonial history and political activism, was the inaugural Ritzau Art Prize 
recipient. Micha Serraf, whose uncanny photographs and hand-sewn tapestries are motivated by drifting nostalgia for personal and ancestral 
experiences, was the prize winner in 2021. 

About ISCP:
Founded in 1994, ISCP is the fourth-largest visual arts residency program in the world and a global leader in the field of visual arts residency 
programs. ISCP supports the creative development of artists and curators and promotes exchange through residencies and public programs. 
Housed in a former factory in Brooklyn, with 35 light-filled work studios and two galleries, ISCP organizes exhibitions, events, and offsite 
projects, which are free and open to all, sustaining a vibrant community of contemporary art practitioners and diverse audiences. Over 
1,800 artists and curators from more than 90 countries, including the United States have undertaken residencies at ISCP.


